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The NASB Tony Evans Study Bible includes extensive study notes, commentary, sermons, 
and writings crafted and curated by Dr. Tony Evans. Including over 150 videos via QR 
code, these features are strategically placed alongside the biblical text to explain God’s 
Word in a fresh way, guiding readers into a deeper understanding of Scripture. With tools 
for application, this Bible is designed to inspire readers to live and share the values of the 
kingdom of God.

The NASB Tony Evans Study Bible features the trusted text of the New American Standard 
Bible (NASB, 2020 edition). The NASB is one of the most literal translations of the 
Bible, using a formal equivalence translation philosophy. This word-for-word translation 
method allows you to read, study, and teach with confidence.
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Study notes crafted from Tony Evans’ 
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F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N ,  V I S I T 
TO N Y E VA N S . O R G

Dr. Tony Evans is the founder and senior pastor 
of Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship in Dallas, founder 
and president of The Urban Alternative, former 
chaplain of the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks & Dallas 
Cowboys, author of over 125 books, booklets 
and Bible studies. The first African American 
to earn a doctorate of theology from Dallas 
Theological Seminary, he has been named 
one of the 12 Most Effective Preachers in the 
English-Speaking World by Baylor University. 

Dr. Evans also holds the honor of writing and 
publishing the first full-Bible commentary and 
study Bible by an African American.

His radio broadcast, The Alternative with 
Dr. Tony Evans, can be heard on more than 
1,400 US outlets daily and in more than  
130 countries.

Dr. Evans launched the Tony Evans Training 
Center in 2017, an online learning platform 
providing quality seminary-style courses for a 
fraction of the cost to any person in any place. 
The TETC currently has over 40 courses to 
choose from and has a student population of 
over 2000. 

Dr. Tony Evans was married to Lois, his wife 
and ministry partner of over 50 years until Lois 
transitioned to glory in late 2019. They are the 
proud parents of four, grandparents of thirteen 
and great-grandparents of three.

ABOUT

DR. TONY EVANS
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Within our hearts is  
a desire to discover God.

To see Him. 

To experience Him. 

To know His story.
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Kingdom: This category considers the theology of the 
kingdom. Throughout the Bible, God reveals how he ad-
vances his kingdom, his all-encompassing dominion over 
all that he created.
Personal: God’s Word was written to equip you for every 

kingdom, both here on earth and in heaven. The personal 
sphere of God’s kingdom agenda focuses on your self-man-
agement and how you use your time, talents, and treasures 
as his kingdom disciple.
Family: God created the family to be the foundation of 
civilization. As the family goes, so goes the culture. These 
lessons focus on strengthening family relationships based 
on biblical principles.
Church: The church exists as God’s central governing 
mechanism through which he enacts his heavenly inter-
vention on earth. I seek to provide you with a spiritual 
framework for the purpose and power of the church.
Community: Christians are to function as kingdom cit-

izens by personally modeling while also influencing government to maintain a safe, just, righteous, and compas-
sionately responsible society where freedom flourishes. 

KINGDOM LIVING LESSONS – Practical lessons regarding your ability to live your life accord-
ing to God’s kingdom agenda, the visible manifestation of the comprehensive rule of God over every area of your 
life. These are divided into five categories: Kingdom, Personal, Family, Church, and Community.

STUDY NOTES – These notes provide my exegesis, exposition, and exhortation to help you understand 
and apply a given passage. Words in bold are directly from the Scripture text.

How to Use This Study Bible

Throughout The Tony Evans Study Bible, there are various features designed to enhance your reading experi-
ence. Whether you have questions about a passage, are seeking additional inspiration, or desire a deeper under-
standing through serious study, these resources will help you.

HOPE WORDS – Brief insights inspired by Scripture to 
empower and encourage you. 

A Photograph of God

Looking at Genesis 1, we read that God created 
the heavens and the earth in such a way that 
they are functional, vibrant, and pulsating with 

creatures that would live on the earth. Then, on 
the sixth day, he reached the pinnacle of his cre-
ative purposes with the creation of humankind.

Important truths arise from this account in 
Genesis 1:26-28. First, we see the word “us” re-
ferring to the triune God: Father, Son, and Spir-
it. The Trinity consists of three individual and 
unique persons who make up the unified reality 
of the Godhead. Second, we see the commission 
of humankind—which is to bear this Trinitari-
an image of God. God created humanity (body, 
soul, and spirit) to mirror him, an institution 
called family toroduce his image.y in particular

Most ancient creation accounts chronicle 
a struggle between good and evil, with earth 
popping up as an accidental by-product of 
struggle. In these accounts, the gods who 
created the world did so out of prior mate-
rial. They could not truly create. Scripture’s 

In the beginning God (Elo-
him, the Supreme One) created out of noth-
ing. With a mere word he made the entire 

-
ing any possibility of atheistic evolution.

Formless and empty connotes a des-
olate, uninhabitable place. This suggests 
something happened between verses 1 and 
2. Satan arrived on the scene. We get few 
details of Satan’s fall here (Ezek 28 and Isa 
14 provide more), but it appears his rebel-
lion plunged earth into darkness (see Luke 
10:18). Nevertheless, the Spirit of God was 
hovering, ready to bring order out of chaos.

God made the light, but he also 
named it: God called the light “day” (1:5). 

By naming the parts of his creation, God 
expresses sovereign rule over them. Even 
the concept of light, which is fundamen-
tal to our world, only exists because God 
sustains it.

God placed some water above the 
expanse (1:7); this is the basis of our earthly 
water cycle. God created the atmosphere so 
that life here is possible.

God gathered into one place (1:9) all 
the water, essentially pulling the land up to

Faith is our positive response to 
what God has already provided. 
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INSPIRATIONAL
ARTICLES – Heart-felt articles 
providing you with knowledge and 
inspiration as you strive to under-
stand and apply the biblical text in a 
deeper way. 

VIDEO DEVOTIONALS – Brief videos on various topics, which you can access 
on your mobile device using the provided QR code. Some are devotional, others are seg-
ments from sermons. Each video is designed to enhance your study experience by helping 
you dive deeper on a topic or providing you with encouragement in your study.

BIBLE BOOK INTRODUCTIONS – Each book of the Bible includes an introduction that 
discusses matters of authorship, historical background, and purpose. Each is accompanied by a video that you 

can access on your mobile device us-
ing the provided QR code. In these vid-
eos, I expound briefly on the biblical 
book’s message and key themes.

APPLICATION QUESTIONS – Questions to help 
you engage the biblical text and apply God’s Word to every 
area of your life. 

SIDE ARGIN CROSS REFERENCES
Other Bible passages that are related to the text on which 
you are focusing.

Q&A WITH TONY EVANS  
My answers to a variety of questions, in-
cluding questions about my own life and 
ministry, how to understand various bib-
lical texts and theological issues, and how 
to apply God’s kingdom agenda in your 
daily life.

Faith Works

I and couldn’t shake it. I called my doctor, told 
him my symptoms, and he told me I didn’t need to come in. He would call 
in a prescription for me. He told me what medicine he was prescribing 

and how he wanted me to take it.
To benefit from this conversation, I had to believe that I was talking 

to the person I thought I was talking to, because I couldn’t see him. Ours was 
just a brief talk over the phone, so I had to listen to and trust his voice. Then I 
had to respond when he told me how to fix my problem. Now, I could've laid 
about how good it was that I had a doctor who understood my problem and 

 Questions & Answers 
You have called The Kingdom Agenda

your “magnum opus.” Why do you 
view this book and philosophy of life as so 

critical and central to your life’s work? 

The Kingdom Agenda is my life’s work 
because of its comprehensive nature. 

When I saw that the whole Bible is the 
summary of God’s kingdom program and 

plan—and saw how all the pieces fit

a
b

c
d

e
f

g
h

Video
Devotional

We have 
been called 
to rule on 
behalf of 

God’s king-
dom while 
on earth.

– What do these verses teach about family?
– How have you experienced God’s provision in 

other spheres of life?

Genesis

Author 

T is anonymous (no 
author is listed), ancient Jewish and Christian 
traditions held that Moses authored the first five 

books of the Bible—referred to as the Pentateuch (“five 
vessels”) or the Torah (a Hebrew word for “law” or “in-
struction”). That Moses stood behind these five books is 

8:1; Mark 12:26). 
Assuming Mosaic authorship does not prevent us from 

accepting that others would have provided some editorial 
additions later—for example, the details of Moses’s death 
in Deut 34:5-12 and the mention of the city “Dan” in Gen 
14:14, which would not have been named until the 

In the meantime Genesis records the angelic conflict now 
being waged on earth to such an extent that God  destroyed 
the earth with a flood and began again with Noah to es-
tablish his kingdom rule—for Genesis introduces us to a 

against God at Babylon, and God judged the people for try-
ing to establish unity without him. 

Then God called one man, Abraham, through whom he 
would reestablish his kingdom regime. Beginning with 
chapter 12, Genesis traces the history of Abraham and his 
family as God lays the foundation of his kingdom through 
the nation of Israel. 

TonyEvansBook.indb   11 14/09/2022   12.36
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AVAILABLE

VIDEOS & SERMONS

The NASB Tony Evans Study Bible features over 150 videos as well as over twenty audio 
sermons within the notes of the text, easily accessed by a specific QR Code or typing in 
the url listed. Below are examples of the types of videos available.  

Simply scan using the QR Code reader on your cell phone or type in the web address 
listed beneath the code into your browser.

Books of the Bible  ( 66 )

Exposition of Ephesians  ( 8 )

Exposition of Judges  ( 8 )

Intro to Bibliology  ( 8 )

Kingdom Agenda  ( 6 )

New Testament Survey  ( 1 0 )

Also available throughout are 35 audio sermons to aid with your study of God’s Word.

Old Testament Survey  ( 1 0 )

Spiritual Growth  ( 1 0 )

Spiritual Warfare  ( 8 )

Theology Overview  ( 9 )

Devotionals  ( 3 5 )

bhpublishinggroup.com/qr/te/67-02

Genesis Video Intro

WATCH VIDEO

bhpublishinggroup.com/qr/te/01_00

WATCH VIDEO

bhpublishinggroup.com/qr/te/67-01

New Testament Survey

WATCH VIDEO

bhpublishinggroup.com/qr/te/67-06
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S E E  A  Q R  CO D E  I N  T H E 

PA S S A G E  YO U  A R E  R E A D I N G

2
S C A N  T H E  Q R  CO D E  O N 

YO U R  P H O N E  O R  D E V I C E 
O R  S I M P LY  E N T E R  T H E  U R L 

D I R E C T LY  I N TO  A N Y  B R O W S E R 
( LO C AT E D  N E X T  TO  T H E  Q R 

CO D E  B OX )

3
E N J OY  T H E  V I D E O  O R  L I S T E N 

TO  T H E  S E R M O N S  B Y  D R . 
E VA N S  W H E N E V E R  YO U 

W O U L D  L I K E
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matthewmatthew
inTroduCTion

Author 

A lthough the author dIdn’t IdentIfy him-
self by name in the text, the title of this Gospel 
includes the name “Matthew” in the earliest 

existing manuscripts. In addition, several early church 
fathers (including Papias, Irenaeus, and Origen) at-
tributed authorship to Matthew. Papias also said that 
Matthew originally wrote the Gospel in Hebrew (what 
we have today is in Greek).

Many modern critical scholars deny that Matthew is 
the author. They claim that the Greek Matthew that we 
have does not look like it was translated from Hebrew. 
If Papias was wrong about that, they argue, he was 
probably wrong about who wrote it. But there are other 
scholars who think Matthew could be a Greek transla-
tion from Hebrew. Regardless, it wouldn’t necessarily 
mean Papias was wrong about authorship. The early 
church unanimously claimed that the apostle Matthew 
penned the Gospel that bears his name.

There is also internal evidence to support this—that 
is, evidence within the Gospel itself. Mark 2:14 and 
Luke 5:27 call the tax collector who became a disciple 
“Levi.” In Matthew 9:9–13, this man is named “Mat-
thew.” Also, in 10:3, the apostle Matthew is identified 
as a tax collector, and it may be that he had two names 
like Simon/Peter. 

Though we can’t be absolutely certain, it is best to 
trust the testimony of the early church and affirm that 
Matthew wrote this Gospel.

Historical Background
Most—though not all—scholars today think that Mat-
thew used Mark’s Gospel as one of his sources when 
composing his own Gospel. If this is true, Matthew 
must have been written after Mark. It is likely that 
Mark’s Gospel was written sometime in the AD 50s  
(see Historical Background in the introduction to 
Mark’s Gospel). Matthew, then, could have been written 
any time beginning in the mid to late 50s. The church 
father Irenaeus, who wrote in the late second century, 
claimed that Matthew wrote his Gospel while Paul and 
Peter were preaching in Rome. This would have been 
in the early 60s.

Message and Purpose
Matthew was a tax collector, which means he was 
unpopular. He left everything to follow Jesus after he 
concluded that Jesus was the Messiah. Matthew was 
authorized to write the Gospel that bears his name, 

and its subject is very simple: it’s about the King and his 
kingdom. Matthew was introducing, especially to Jews, 
the message that God had sent his King, his Messiah, 
who would rule as his Regent on earth by offering the 
kingdom to his people. In this sense Matthew is the 
culmination of all the Old Testament’s anticipation of 
the Messiah who was to come. 

The apostle’s concern was giving convincing proof 
that Jesus was the messianic King whom the Jews were 
anticipating and whom the world needs so desperately. 
That’s why he began with Jesus’s genealogy to estab-
lish his lineage through David. Matthew also presented 
Jesus’s kingdom discourses, teaching, and miracles as 
proof of his messianic claim.

The book leads to a disquieting moment, the cruci-
fixion. If Jesus is the Messiah, how could he be put 
to death? Thankfully, the scene is followed by the 
resurrection and the announcement that the King is 
alive and coming back and that his kingdom is in this 
world today. Jesus’s Great Commission at the end of 
Matthew’s Gospel (28:18–20) means that the book of 
Matthew is relevant for us as believers today.

Outline
I. Genealogy, Birth, and Childhood (1:1–2:23)

II. Baptism, Temptation, and the Start of  
Ministry (3:1–4:25) 

III. The Sermon on the Mount (5:1–7:29)
IV. Healings and Miracles (8:1–9:38)
V. Sending Out the Twelve (10:1–42)
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matthewmatthew
inTroduCTion

Author 

A lthough the author dIdn’t IdentIfy him-
self by name in the text, the title of this Gospel 
includes the name “Matthew” in the earliest 

existing manuscripts. In addition, several early church 
fathers (including Papias, Irenaeus, and Origen) at-
tributed authorship to Matthew. Papias also said that 
Matthew originally wrote the Gospel in Hebrew (what 
we have today is in Greek).

Many modern critical scholars deny that Matthew is 
the author. They claim that the Greek Matthew that we 
have does not look like it was translated from Hebrew. 
If Papias was wrong about that, they argue, he was 
probably wrong about who wrote it. But there are other 
scholars who think Matthew could be a Greek transla-
tion from Hebrew. Regardless, it wouldn’t necessarily 
mean Papias was wrong about authorship. The early 
church unanimously claimed that the apostle Matthew 
penned the Gospel that bears his name.

There is also internal evidence to support this—that 
is, evidence within the Gospel itself. Mark 2:14 and 
Luke 5:27 call the tax collector who became a disciple 
“Levi.” In Matthew 9:9–13, this man is named “Mat-
thew.” Also, in 10:3, the apostle Matthew is identified 
as a tax collector, and it may be that he had two names 
like Simon/Peter. 

Though we can’t be absolutely certain, it is best to 
trust the testimony of the early church and affirm that 
Matthew wrote this Gospel.

Historical Background
Most—though not all—scholars today think that Mat-
thew used Mark’s Gospel as one of his sources when 
composing his own Gospel. If this is true, Matthew 
must have been written after Mark. It is likely that 
Mark’s Gospel was written sometime in the AD 50s  
(see Historical Background in the introduction to 
Mark’s Gospel). Matthew, then, could have been written 
any time beginning in the mid to late 50s. The church 
father Irenaeus, who wrote in the late second century, 
claimed that Matthew wrote his Gospel while Paul and 
Peter were preaching in Rome. This would have been 
in the early 60s.

Message and Purpose
Matthew was a tax collector, which means he was 
unpopular. He left everything to follow Jesus after he 
concluded that Jesus was the Messiah. Matthew was 
authorized to write the Gospel that bears his name, 

and its subject is very simple: it’s about the King and his 
kingdom. Matthew was introducing, especially to Jews, 
the message that God had sent his King, his Messiah, 
who would rule as his Regent on earth by offering the 
kingdom to his people. In this sense Matthew is the 
culmination of all the Old Testament’s anticipation of 
the Messiah who was to come. 

The apostle’s concern was giving convincing proof 
that Jesus was the messianic King whom the Jews were 
anticipating and whom the world needs so desperately. 
That’s why he began with Jesus’s genealogy to estab-
lish his lineage through David. Matthew also presented 
Jesus’s kingdom discourses, teaching, and miracles as 
proof of his messianic claim.

The book leads to a disquieting moment, the cruci-
fixion. If Jesus is the Messiah, how could he be put 
to death? Thankfully, the scene is followed by the 
resurrection and the announcement that the King is 
alive and coming back and that his kingdom is in this 
world today. Jesus’s Great Commission at the end of 
Matthew’s Gospel (28:18–20) means that the book of 
Matthew is relevant for us as believers today.
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ThE gEnEalogy oF JEsus  
ThE mEssiah

1 The record of the genealogy of Jesus the 
Messiah, athe son of David, the son of 

Abraham:
2 Abraham fathered Isaac, Isaac 

fathered Jacob, and Jacob fathered 1Judah 
and his brothers. 3 Judah fathered Perez 
and Zerah by Tamar, bPerez fathered Hez-
ron, and Hezron fathered Ram. 4 Ram 
fathered Amminadab, Amminadab 
fathered Nahshon, and Nahshon fathered 
Salmon. 5 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab, 
Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth, and Obed 
fathered Jesse. 6 Jesse fathered David the 
king.

David cfathered Solomon by 2her 
who had been the wife of Uriah. 7 Solo-
mon dfathered Rehoboam, Rehoboam 
fathered Abijah, and Abijah fathered Asa. 
8 Asa fathered Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat 
fathered Joram, and Joram fathered 
Uzziah. 9 Uzziah fathered Jotham, Jotham 
fathered Ahaz, and Ahaz fathered Heze-
kiah. 10 Hezekiah fathered Manasseh, 
Manasseh fathered Amon, and Amon efa-
thered Josiah. 11 Josiah fathered Jeconiah 
and his brothers, at the time of the fdepor-
tation to Babylon.

12 After the gdeportation to Babylon: 
Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel, and Sheal-
tiel fathered Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel 
fathered Abihud, Abihud fathered Eliakim, 
and Eliakim fathered Azor. 14 Azor fathered 
Zadok, Zadok fathered Achim, and Achim 
fathered Eliud. 15 Eliud fathered Eleazar, 
Eleazar fathered Matthan, and Matthan 
fathered Jacob. 16 Jacob fathered Joseph 

the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was 
born, hwho is called the Messiah.

17 So all the generations from Abraham 
to David are fourteen generations; from 
David to the ideportation to Babylon, four-
teen generations; and from the ideporta-
tion to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen 
generations.

ConCEPTion and birTh oF JEsus
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah 
was as follows: when His jmother Mary 
had been 3betrothed to Joseph, before 
they came together she was found to be 
pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 19 And her 
husband Joseph, since he was a righ-
teous man and did not want to disgrace 
her, planned to 4,ksend her away secretly. 
20 But when he had thought this over, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, “lJoseph, son 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife; for the Child who has been 
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 
21 She will give birth to a Son; and you 
shall name Him Jesus, for He mwill save 
His people from their sins.” 22 Now all this 
took place so that what was nspoken by 
the Lord through 5the prophet would 
be fulfilled: 23 “oBehold, the virgin will 
pconceive and give birth to a Son, and 
they shall name Him Immanuel,” which 
translated means, “God with us.” 24 And 
Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as 
the angel of the Lord commanded him, 
and took Mary as his wife, 25 but kept her 
a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and 
qhe named Him Jesus.

1:2 1 Gr Judas; a name of a person in the Old Testament is given in its Old Testament form   1:6 2 I.e., Bathsheba   1:18 3 Unlike engagement, a 
betrothed couple was considered married, but did not yet live together   1:19 4 Or divorce her   1:22 5 I.e., Isaiah   

1:1 a Is 9:6f; 11:1
1:3 b Ruth 4:18- 22; 

1 Chr 2:1- 15
1:6 c 2 Sam 11:27; 12:24

1:7 d 1 Chr 3:10ff
1:10 e 1 Chr 3:14

1:11 f 2 Kin 24:14f; Jer 27:20
1:12 g 2 Kin 24:14f; Jer 27:20

1:16 h Matt 27:17, 22; 
Luke 2:11

1:17 i 2 Kin 24:14f; Jer 27:20
1:18 j Matt 12:46; Luke 1:27

1:19 k Deut 22:20- 24; 
24:1- 4

1:20 l Luke 2:4
1:21 m Luke 2:11; John 1:29

1:22 n Luke 24:44; 
Rom 1:2- 4

1:23 o Is 7:14 
p Is 9:6, 7

1:25 q Matt 1:21; Luke 2:21

1:1 Jesus had a legitimate legal claim to be the 
Messiah. He was the son of David, heir to the 
throne (see 2 Sam 7:12–16; Is 11:1–10).
1:3–5 The women mentioned in Jesus’s line 
were particularly questionable. Tamar (1:3) 
was a Canaanite who posed as a prostitute. 
Rahab (1:5) was a prostitute. Ruth (1:5) was 
from Moab, a non-Israelite nation that wor-
shiped idols. Moreover, the women were of 
Hamitic descent. Their mention here is a 
reminder that Jesus’s background is mixed 
racially, including both Jews and Gentiles and 
indicating that Jesus’s kingdom identity and 
rule extends to all people.

It blesses me to know that Jesus had black 
in his blood because this destroys any per-
ception of black inferiority. In Christ we 
find perfect man and sinless Savior. This 
knowledge frees blacks from an inferiority 
complex, and at the same time it frees whites 
from the superiority myth. In Christ, we all 
have our heritage. Black people and all others 

can find historical, cultural, and racial iden-
tity in him.
1:11–17 The genealogy in 1:2–16 is that of 
Jesus’s adoptive father, Joseph. The inclusion 
of Jeconiah—also known as Jehoiachin and 
Coniah (1:11; see 1 Chr 3:16; 2 Chr 36:8–9; and 
Jer 22:24)—signals a problem. Jeconiah would 
not have a biological descendant sitting on 
David’s throne because of his own sins (Jer 
22:30). So, although Joseph had a legal right 
to the throne, because of Jeremiah’s proph-
ecy, it would never happen biologically. 
Thus, Matthew makes it clear that Joseph 
is not Jesus’s biological father but his adop-
tive father. Jesus’s genealogy through Mary 
(see Luke 3:23–38) reveals that Jesus is also 
related to David biologically through David’s 
son Nathan (Luke 3:31). Therefore, he can sit 
on the throne.
1:18–19 In biblical times, a marriage in the 
Orient included several stages. The betrothal 
was a legal contract, as binding as marriage.

1:20 God has created laws (such as the law of 
gravity) that govern the universe. When he 
intervenes in the regular course of events, 
interrupts those laws, and demonstrates his 
power over creation, a miracle takes place. 
This would be the most unique birth in his-
tory because Mary had never been touched 
by a man. A virgin would miraculously give 
birth because of the activity of the Holy 
Spirit. The greatest miracle in human history 
occurred when God became man, combining 
full deity and full humanity in one person.
1:21 Jesus is a Greek name corresponding to 
the Hebrew name Joshua, which means “the 
Lord saves.” Thus, according to the angel, the 
child’s name was to indicate the reason he 
had come into the world.
1:23 ImmAnuEl, Matthew tells us, means GoD 
wItH us. Jesus Christ is incarnate deity. That is 
the essence of Christmas. All the problems in 
this world can be traced back to sin, and Jesus 
Christ entered the world to forgive us for our 
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ThE visiT oF ThE magi

2 Now after Jesus was aborn in Bethlehem 
of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, 1magi from the east arrived in Jeru-
salem, saying, 2 “Where is He who has been 
born bKing of the Jews? For we saw His star 
in the east and have come to worship Him.” 
3 When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And 
gathering together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They 
said to him, “cIn Bethlehem of Judea; for this 
is what has been written by 2the prophet:
6 ‘dAnd you, Bethlehem, land of Judah,

Are by no means least among the 
leaders of Judah;

For from you will come forth a 
Ruler

Who will shepherd My people 
Israel.’ ”

7 Then Herod secretly called for the 
magi and determined from them the exact 
time ethe star appeared. 8 And he sent them 
to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 
carefully for the Child; and when you have 
found Him, report to me, so that I too may 
come and worship Him.” 9 After hearing the 
king, they went on their way; and behold, 
the star, which they had seen in the east, 
went on ahead of them until it came to a 
stop over the place where the Child was to 
be found. 10 When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And 
after they came into the house, they saw 
the Child with His mother Mary; and they 
fell down and fworshiped Him. Then they 
opened their treasures and presented 
to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12 And after being warned by God 
gin a dream not to return to Herod, the magi 
left for their own country by another way.

ThE EsCaPE To EgyPT
13 Now when they had gone, behold, an 
angel of the Lord *happeared to Joseph in 
a dream and said, “Get up! Take the Child 
and His mother and flee to Egypt, and stay 
there until I tell you; for Herod is going to 
search for the Child to kill Him.”

14 So Joseph got up and took the Child 
and His mother while it was still night, and 
left for Egypt. 15 He stayed there until the 
death of Herod; this happened so that what 
had been spoken by the Lord through 3the 
prophet would be fulfilled: “iOut of Egypt 
I called My Son.”

hErod slaughTErs babiEs
16 Then when Herod saw that he had been 
tricked by jthe magi, he became very 
enraged, and sent men and killed all the boys 
who were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity 
who were two years old or under, according 
to the time which he had determined from 
the magi. 17 Then what had been spoken 
through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled:
18 “kA voice was heard in Ramah,

Weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children;
And she refused to be comforted,
Because they were no more.”

19 But when Herod died, behold, an 
angel of the Lord *lappeared in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt, and said, 20 “Get up, 
take the Child and His mother, and go to 
the land of Israel; for those who sought the 
Child’s life are dead.” 21 So Joseph got up, 
took the Child and His mother, and came 
into the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard 
that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in 
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to 
go there. Then after being mwarned by God 
in a dream, he left for the regions of Gali-
lee, 23 and came and settled in a city called 

2:1 1 A caste of educated men specializing in astronomy, astrology, and natural science   2:5 2 I.e., Micah   2:15 3 I.e., Hosea   

2:1 a Mic 5:2; Luke 2:4- 7
2:2 b Jer 23:5; 30:9
2:5 c John 7:42
2:6 d Mic 5:2; John 7:42
2:7 e Num 24:17
2:11 f Matt 14:33
2:12 g Job 33:15, 16; 
Matt 1:20

2:13 h Matt 2:12, 19
2:15 i Hos 11:1; Num 24:8
2:16 j Matt 2:1
2:18 k Jer 31:15
2:19 l Matt 1:20;  
2:12, 13, 22
2:22 m Matt 2:12, 13, 19

sins, give us victory over our sins, and give us 
an eternal home free from sin. That truth is 
what Christmas is all about. If you miss that, 
you’ve missed the point.
2:1–2 According to legend, there were three 
magi—perhaps from Babylonia or Persia. But 
while we know they brought three specific 
gifts, we don’t know how many men there 
were. Moreover, these wise men weren’t pres-
ent at the nativity. By the time they arrived, 
Joseph and Mary were living in a house (see 
2:11). Jesus was a toddler when the magi saw 
him.
2:3 Herod the Great wasn’t a Jew, but an Idu-
mean whom the Romans had made a ruler 
of the Jews.
2:4–6 Sadly, while these leaders clearly knew 
the Scriptures, they never pursued the Savior 

(see John 5:39–40). They didn’t act on what 
they studied.
2:8 Herod had ulterior motives. He wasn’t 
about to let anyone take away his kingdom.
2:11 These men had traveled an incredible 
distance for perhaps as long as two years 
to worship this King, but they knew he was 
worth the journey. How much are you willing 
to be inconvenienced to worship the King of 
kings? How badly do you want him?
2:12–13 Since they had faithfully sought 
the Savior, the magi received inside infor-
mation (2:12). Joseph also—since he had 
obeyed the Lord’s word (1:24–25)—received 
further help regarding the next steps he 
should take (2:13). When you obey God’s 
revelation, you get further divine illumi-
nation.

2:14–15 In his prophecy, Hosea was talking 
about Israel, whom God called his “son” and 
delivered from “Egypt” (see Hos 11:1), but 
Matthew understood that Israel was a type 
of God’s Son who was yet to come. A type is 
a historical person, institution, or event that 
prefigures a future corresponding reality. 
Thus, as God called his son Israel out of EGypt, 
so he would call his true Son out (Matt 2:15).
2:16–18 As Israel wept in Jeremiah’s day for 
their children in exile (see Jer 31:15–16), so they 
wept again in Matthew’s day for their children 
who were persecuted in connection to Jesus.
2:23 That Jesus would be called a Nazarene 
is not found in the Old Testament. So likely 
Matthew was thinking of statements like 
Isaiah 53:3: “He was despised . . . by men” 
(see also Ps 22:6; Is 49:7), because Nazareth 
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aNazareth. This happened so that what was 
spoken through the prophets would be ful-
filled: “He will be called a Nazarene.”

ThE PrEaChing oF John  
ThE baPTisT

3 Now bin those days John the Baptist 
*came, preaching in the wilderness 

of Judea, saying, 2 “cRepent, for the king-
dom of heaven has come near.” 3 For this is 
the done referred to by Isaiah the prophet 
when he said,

“eThe voice of one calling 1out in the 
wilderness,

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
Make His paths straight!’ ”

4 Now John himself had fa garment of 
camel’s hair and a leather belt around his 
waist; and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. 5 At that time Jerusalem gwas going 
out to him, and all Judea and all the region 
around the Jordan; 6 and they were being 
hbaptized by him in the Jordan River, as 
they confessed their sins.

7 But when he saw many of the iPhar-
isees and jSadducees coming for baptism, 
he said to them, “You offspring of vipers, 
who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8 kTherefore produce fruit consistent 
with repentance; 9 and do not assume that 
you can say to yourselves, ‘lWe have Abra-
ham as our father’; for I tell you that God is 
able, from these stones, to raise up children 
for Abraham. 10 And the maxe is already laid 
at the root of the trees; therefore, every tree 
that does not bear good fruit is being cut 
down and thrown into the fire.

11 “As for me, nI baptize you 2with water 
for repentance, but He who is coming after 
me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to 
remove His sandals; He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His owinnowing 
fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly 

 Questions & Answers 

Q The reality of Satan’s counter-king-
dom and his counter-agenda means 

that we as believers are engaged in a spir-
itual battle against Satan and his demons. 
What do we need to do to be successful in 

that battle? 

a  Paul makes it clear that “our struggle is 
not against flesh and blood, but against 

the powers, against the world forces of 
this darkness, against the spiritual forces 

of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph 
6:12). Christians are engaged in spiritual 
conflict that takes place in the spiritual 

realm. And spiritual battles demand spir-
itual weapons. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 

10:3–5 that our job is to use spiritual weap-
ons to change the thinking that precedes 
actions. So we are seeking to change the 

mind. Our goal is to use God’s Word to 
shape our thoughts and the thoughts of 
others to bring them in alignment with 

God’s perspective. 

Spiritual alignment gives us authority for 
our activity in the spiritual realm. When 

Jesus was battling Satan, the first thing he 
did was quote Scripture (see Matt 4:4). He 
started with the Word of God because it 
carries weight. Satan is allergic to Scrip-
ture. One of the reasons why we lose so 

many spiritual battles is because we turn 
to Scripture last, not first. Using Scripture 
while implementing it through our actions 

gains us the authority for victory in the 
spiritual realm.

for the next q&a, see page 1086.

3:3 1 Or out, Prepare in the wilderness the way   3:11 2 The Gr here can be translated in, with, or by   

2:23 a Luke 1:26; 2:39
3:1 b John 1:6- 8, 19- 28

3:2 c Matt 4:17
3:3 d Luke 1:17, 76 

e Is 40:3
3:4 f 2 Kin 1:8; Zech 13:4

3:5 g Mark 1:5
3:6 h Matt 3:11, 13- 16; 

Mark 1:5
3:7 i Matt 16:1ff 

j Matt 22:23
3:8 k Luke 3:8; Eph 5:8, 9

3:9 l Luke 3:8; 16:24
3:10 m Luke 3:9

3:11 n Mark 1:4, 8; 
Luke 3:16

3:12 o Is 30:24; 41:16

was viewed as a despised community from 
which no good thing could come (see John 
1:46).
3:1 The wilderness (then and now) is a bar-
ren place of preparation and development 
for what God is planning to do.
3:2 Repentance is essential for experiencing 
the presence and grace of God. It involves 
changing the mind in order to reverse direc-
tion. It is the inner resolve and determination 
to turn from sin and turn to God.
3:4 John’s austere lifestyle, odd wardrobe, and 
confrontational preaching were reminiscent 
of another of God’s messengers: Elijah (see, 
e.g., 2 Kin 1:3–17).
3:6 By confessing their sins and being bap-
tized, the people were making a public decla-

ration that they had changed their minds and 
agreed with what God said about their sins.
3:7 Why did John accept other people but not 
this group? Because, although they were okay 
with listening to his message, they wanted 
their lives left alone. Like some people today, 
they didn’t mind attending a church service as 
long as it didn’t affect how they were running 
their own affairs. They wanted information, 
but not transformation.
3:8 Genuine repentance is confirmed by 
actions. When I travel, I tell the airline agent, 
“I’m Tony Evans, and I have a reservation.” 
The agent then asks, “Can I see your proof of 
identification?” They don’t want mere com-
munication that I am who I claim to be; they 
want authentication. Therefore, they want 

to see something that verifies what I affirm. 
Similarly, shouting, “Hallelujah! Amen! Praise 
the Lord!” is fine but insufficient. Repentance 
shows up in your hands and feet, not just in 
your lips. Without the fruit, the visible proof 
of true heart repentance, judgment is com-
ing (3:10).
3:11 John’s declaration corresponds to the 
promise of the prophets (see Ezek 36:27; 
Joel 2:28), the confirmation of Jesus (see 
John 14:16–17; 15:26; Acts 1:4–5), and the ful-
fillment in the early church (see Acts 2:1–4; 
10:44–45).
3:12 A farmer would winnow grain by tossing 
it in the air. The wind would blow away the 
chaff—the useless husks—while the wheat 
would fall to be gathered up.
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clear His threshing floor; and He will gather 
His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

ThE baPTism oF JEsus
13 aThen Jesus *arrived from Galilee at the 
Jordan, coming to John to be baptized by 
him. 14 But John tried to prevent Him, say-
ing, “I have the need to be baptized by You, 
and yet You are coming to me?” 15 But Jesus, 
answering, said to him, “Allow it at this 
time; for in this way it is fitting for us bto 
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he *allowed 
Him. 16 After He was baptized, Jesus came 
up immediately from the water; and 
behold, the heavens were opened, and che 
saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove 
and settling on Him, 17 and behold, a voice 
from the heavens said, “dThis is My beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

ThE TEmPTaTion oF JEsus

4 eThen Jesus was led up by the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted 

by the devil. 2 And after He had ffasted 
for forty days and forty nights, He then 
became hungry. 3 And gthe tempter came 
and said to Him, “If You are the hSon of 
God, command that these stones become 
bread.” 4 But He answered and said, “It is 
written: ‘iMan shall not live on bread 
alone, but on every word that comes out 
of the mouth of God.’ ”

5 Then the devil *took Him along into 
jthe holy city and had Him stand on the pin-
nacle of the temple, 6 and he *said to Him, 

“If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself 
down; for it is written:

‘kHe will give His angels orders 
concerning You’;

and
‘On their hands they will lift You up,
So that You do not strike Your foot 

against a stone.’ ”
7 Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is 
written: ‘lYou shall not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’ ”

8 mAgain, the devil *took Him along to a 
very high mountain and *showed Him all 
the kingdoms of the world and their glory; 
9 and he said to Him, “nAll these things I will 
give You, if You fall down and worship me.” 
10 Then Jesus *said to him, “Go away, Satan! 
For it is written: ‘oYou shall worship the 
Lord your God, and serve Him only.’ ” 
11 Then the devil *left Him; and behold, pan-
gels came and began to serve Him.

JEsus bEgins his minisTry
12 Now when Jesus heard that qJohn had 
been taken into custody, He withdrew into 
Galilee; 13 and leaving Nazareth, He came 
and rsettled in Capernaum, which is by the 
sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 
14 This happened so that what was spoken 
through Isaiah the prophet would be ful-
filled:
15 “sThe land of Zebulun and the land 

of Naphtali,
By the way of the sea, on the other 

side of the Jordan, Galilee of the 
1Gentiles— 

4:15 1 Lit nations, usually non- Jewish   

3:13 a John 1:31- 34
3:15 b Ps 40:7, 8; John 4:34
3:16 c Mark 1:10; Luke 3:22
3:17 d Ps 2:7; Is 42:1
4:1 e Mark 1:12, 13; 
Luke 4:1- 13
4:2 f Ex 34:28; 1 Kin 19:8
4:3 g 1 Thess 3:5 
h Matt 14:33
4:4 i Deut 8:3
4:5 j Neh 11:1, 18; Dan 9:24

4:6 k Ps 91:11, 12
4:7 l Deut 6:16
4:8 m Matt 16:26; 
1 John 2:15- 17
4:9 n 1 Cor 10:20f
4:10 o Deut 6:13; 10:20
4:11 p Matt 26:53; 
Luke 22:43
4:12 q Matt 14:3; Mark 1:14
4:13 r Matt 11:23; Mark 1:21
4:15 s Is 9:1

3:13–15 Since John’s message was about 
repentance, he considered it inappropriate 
and inconceivable that he would baptize the 
Messiah, because Jesus had nothing to repent 
of. But in his substitutionary death on the 
cross, Jesus would bear the transgressions 
of sinners and credit them with his perfect 
righteousness (see 2 Cor 5:21). As his minis-
try began, then, he intended to identify with 
sinful humanity on whose behalf he would 
perfectly fulfill all the demands of God’s law. 
This baptism would also identify Jesus with 
John and affirm his kingdom message.
3:16–17 Note that all three members of the 
Trinity appear here, working simultaneously. 
The Father and the Spirit publicly endorsed 
the Son for his kingdom mission.
4:1 Notice that the temptation of the Son was 
God’s idea: Jesus was led up by the Spirit into 
the wilderness. This tells us God was not on 
the defensive in this matter. He was on the 
offensive, demonstrating the superiority of 
his Son over Satan.

Why did God test his Son this way? The 
Bible describes Jesus as the “second man” or 

“last Adam” (1 Cor 15:45, 47). The first Adam 
was tested in the garden, gave in to Satan, 
and got the human race kicked into the wil-
derness. The last Adam went into the wilder-
ness to defeat Satan so that he can escort us 
back to the garden.
4:2 To fast is to refuse to address a physical 
craving to fulfill a greater spiritual need. It 
prioritizes feeding the spirit with prayer and 
fellowship with God over feeding the stom-
ach.
4:3 Clearly the devil had been watching Jesus 
go without food. He knows what you’re up 
to, too, and directs his temptations accord-
ingly.
4:4 If Jesus, the living Word, needed to use the 
written Word (Deut 8:3 in this case) to deal 
with the enemy of the Word, how much more 
do you? He gave you the Bible so you could 
wield it like a sword (see Eph 6:17).
4:5–6 Challenging Jesus to jump to his death 
doesn’t sound like much of a temptation. But 
notice that the devil supported his appeal by 
quoting (4:6) God’s promise of angelic pro-
tection in Psalm 91:11–12. Jesus, then, had 

an opportunity to demonstrate undeniably 
that he was the Messiah. The problem was 
that doing so ignored God’s plan. It would 
bypass the cross.

The devil knows the Bible, and he uses it. If 
he can’t convince you to act independently of 
God, he’ll work through your religion.
4:7 Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:16: You 
sHAll not put tHE LorD your GoD to tHE 
tEst. In other words, he knew we are never 
to use disobedience to back God into a corner 
in order to force him to fulfill his plan.
4:8–9 Satan wants us to bow to him. He’ll 
make intriguing offers to get us to do so, but 
they’re never worth the price.
4:10 If you’re a Christian, you have no obli-
gation to the devil, and you have Jesus’s 
delegated authority against Satan. “Resist 
the devil [with the Word and in obedience 
to God], and he will flee from you [as he fled 
from Christ]” (James 4:7).
4:11 When the fallen angel left, faithful 
angels came and fulfilled their rightful role: 
serving Christ and giving him the worship 
he deserves.
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16 aThe people who were sitting in 
darkness saw a great Light,

And those who were sitting in the 
land and shadow of death,

Upon them a Light dawned.”
17 bFrom that time Jesus began to 

preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven has come near.”

ThE FirsT disCiPlEs
18 cNow as Jesus was walking by the Sea 
of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon, 
who was called Peter, and his brother 
Andrew, casting a net into the sea; for 
they were fishermen. 19 And He *said to 
them, “Follow Me, and I will make you 
fishers of people.” 20 Immediately they 
left their nets and followed Him. 21 Going 
on from there He saw two other broth-
ers, dJames the son of Zebedee, and his 
brother John, in the boat with their 
father Zebedee, mending their nets; and 
He called them. 22 Immediately they left 
the boat and their father, and followed 
Him.

minisTry in galilEE
23 Jesus was going about in all of Galilee, 
eteaching in their synagogues and pro-
claiming the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing every disease and every sickness 
among the people.

24 And the news about Him spread 
fthroughout Syria; and they brought to 
Him all who were ill, those suffering with 
various diseases and severe pain, demon- 
possessed, people with epilepsy, and peo-
ple who were paralyzed; and He healed 
them. 25 Large crowds gfollowed Him from 
Galilee and the Decapolis, and Jerusalem, 
and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.

ThE sErmon on ThE mounT;  
ThE bEaTiTudEs

5 hNow when Jesus saw the crowds, He 
went up on the mountain; and after He 

sat down, His disciples came to Him. 2 And 
iHe opened His mouth and began to teach 
them, saying,

3 “jBlessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 “Blessed are kthose who mourn, for 
they will be comforted.

5 “Blessed are lthe 1gentle, for they will 
inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are mthose who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
satisfied.

7 “Blessed are nthe merciful, for they 
will receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are othe pure in heart, for 
they will see God.

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
pthey will be called sons of God.

5:5 1 Or humble, meek   

4:16 a Is 9:2; 60:1- 3
4:17 b Mark 1:14, 15

4:18 c Luke 5:2- 11; 
John 1:40- 42

4:21 d Matt 10:2; 20:20
4:23 e Matt 9:35; 13:54

4:24 f Mark 7:26; Luke 2:2
4:25 g Mark 3:7, 8; 

Luke 6:17
5:1 h Matt ch 5- 7; 

Luke 6:20- 49
5:2 i Matt 13:35; Acts 8:35

5:3 j Luke 6:20- 23
5:4 k Is 61:2; John 16:20

5:5 l Ps 37:11
5:6 m Is 55:1, 2; John 4:14

5:7 n Prov 11:17;  
Matt 6:14, 15

5:8 o Ps 24:4
5:9 p Matt 5:45; Luke 6:35

4:17 Jesus preached in continuity with the 
kingdom message of John: Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand (see 3:2).
4:19 There’s an important principle here. If 
you’re not fishing, you’re not following. If 
your Christian life does not involve evange-
lizing the lost, you’re not functioning like the 
disciple Jesus intends you to be. Not every 
believer is called to a full-time Christian 
vocation, but every believer is called to be a 
full-time Christian.
4:23 These actions are the hallmarks of Jesus’s 
ministry. Teaching involves clearly articulat-
ing the content of the message. Proclaiming 
the gospel includes calling for a response to 
what is taught. Healing consists of a visible 
demonstration of the power of the message.
5:1–2 Matthew 5–7, delivered on a mountain, 
is known as the Sermon on the Mount. It’s 
Jesus’s kingdom manifesto. The first few 
verses of it are known as the Beatitudes (5:3–
10); they set forth the character of kingdom 
men and women. We could call the Beatitudes 
antibiotics from God’s pharmacy that can aid 
life transformation. They are a reminder that 
Jesus is primarily concerned with what’s hap-
pening on your inside, which should be the 
basis of what you’re showing on the outside.
5:3 To be poor in spirit is to be conscious of 
one’s continual dependence on God. King-

dom people recognize their own inadequacy 
and insufficiency apart from him.

God’s kingdom refers to God’s rule. If 
you’re “poor in spirit,” you will get to see 
God’s heavenly rule in your earthly life. Only 
by being desperately dependent on God can 
you become what he created you to be.
5:4 Blessed are those who mourn refers to 
being saddened by the things that sadden 
God. God grieves over the sin and wretched-
ness of the world (see Gen 6:5–6). Sin and its 
consequences surround us, tempting us to 
become numb. Instead, we must pray that 
God would give us the emotions of his heart, 
so that we can experience the encouraging, 
strengthening comfort of God.
5:5 Some translations render the gentle as 
“the meek.” It’s important to understand that 
meekness does not mean weakness. Con-
sider, for example, the process of breaking 
a horse. The idea is not to break the horse 
of its strength or speed; rather, the goal is 
to break the horse of its self-will. As long as 
you remain independent and “wild,” you will 
never maximize God’s intention for you. To be 
meek is to learn to submit your will to God’s.
5:6 Far too many of God’s children are spir-
itually malnourished—not because they 
don’t eat, but because they eat the wrong 
things. Donuts taste good, but they have 

no nutritional value. You can’t have a donut-
level spiritual diet and then wonder why you 
don’t experience God’s blessings. To hunger 
for righteousness is to apply the righteous 
standard of God to your life. You need to be 
hungry for that which pleases God. If you 
train your appetite in this way you will be 
satisfied—you’ll be filled with divine con-
tentment.
5:7 There’s a blessing for those who are mer-
ciful (that is, who exercise pity rather than 
just condemnation), because you can bank 
on the fact that a time is coming when you’ll 
need mercy.
5:8 Purity of heart involves being authentic 
before God, so come clean with him about 
the good, the bad, and the ugly, and you’ll see 
him operating powerfully in your life.
5:9 To be a peacemaker is to be a mediator 
and resolve conflicts between estranged 
parties. You make peace by identifying the 
truth, addressing the sin, and constructing 
a bridge between those who are at odds 
with one another. Peacemaking can be dif-
ficult work. But, if we persevere in it, we 
will be called sons of God because we will 
resemble our heavenly Daddy. He sent the 
Son of God to be our Mediator, bridging 
the gap created by our sin and granting us 
peace with him.
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10 “Blessed are those who have been 
apersecuted for the sake of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people binsult 
you and persecute you, and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of Me. 
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in 
heaven is great; for cin this same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.

disCiPlEs and ThE world
13 “You are the salt of the earth; but dif the 
salt has become tasteless, how can it be 
made salty again? It is no longer good for 

anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot by people.

14 “You are ethe light of the world. A 
city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 fnor 
do people light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives 
light to all who are in the house. 16 Your 
light must shine before people in such a 
way that they may gsee your good works, 
and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

17 “Do not presume that I came to abol-
ish the hLaw or the Prophets; I did not come 
to abolish, but to fulfill. 18 For truly I say to 
you, iuntil heaven and earth pass away, 
not the smallest letter or stroke of a letter 
shall pass from the Law, until all is accom-
plished! 19 Therefore, whoever nullifies one 
of the least of these commandments, and 
teaches others to do the same, shall be 
called least jin the kingdom of heaven; but 
whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

20 “For I say to you that unless your 
krighteousness far surpasses that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter 
the kingdom of heaven.

PErsonal rElaTionshiPs
21 “You have heard that the ancients were 
told, ‘lYou shall not murder,’ and ‘Who-
ever commits murder shall be answerable 
to the court.’ 22 But I say to you that every-
one who is angry with his brother shall 
be answerable to mthe court; and whoever 

aPPliCaTion QuEsTions
read matthew 5:13–16

 – What does it look like to let your light “shine 
before people”?

 – When were you recently tempted to put your 
lamp under a basket? What happened?

 – Where do you see evidence of deterioration 
and decay in today’s society?

 – In what ways does your church intentionally 
engage and influence your broader commu-
nity?

 – What steps can you take to live more like salt 
and light in your everyday life?

  hohoPEPE  wwordsords  
You will rarely see what 

God is willing to do in secret 
until he sees what you are 
willing to do in public.

Video 
Devotional

“humpty 
dumpty”

The solutions 
to our 

culture’s 
chaos do not 
come from 
the govern-
ment; they 
come from 
the church.  

w
w

w
.bhpublishinggroup.com

/qr/te/40-05

aPPliCaTion QuEsTions
read matthew 5:23–24

 – How do these verses contribute to your 
understanding of reconciliation?

5:10 a 1 Pet 3:14
5:11 b 1 Pet 4:14
5:12 c 2 Chr 36:16; 
Matt 23:37
5:13 d Mark 9:50; 
Luke 14:34f

5:14 e Prov 4:18; John 8:12
5:15 f Mark 4:21; Luke 8:16
5:16 g 1 Pet 2:12
5:17 h Matt 7:12
5:18 i Matt 24:35; 
Luke 16:17
5:19 j Matt 11:11
5:20 k Luke 18:11, 12
5:21 l Ex 20:13; Deut 5:17
5:22 m Deut 16:18; 
2 Chr 19:5f

5:10 To be persecuted for the sake of righ-
teousness is to be mistreated because you 
display the kingdom characteristics described 
in 5:3–9. Some people won’t like you for doing 
so. Persecution may take a variety of forms 
and come from a variety of sources (your fam-
ily, an employer, the culture, the government). 
But in receiving it you’ll be in the company of 
a class of people (see Heb 11) of whom the 
world is not worthy (Heb 11:38).
5:11–12 Notice that the persecution that 
brings blessing is directly tied to Jesus. 
When people insult you and tell lies about 
you because of him, you are blessed (5:11). 
Since essentially the same thing happened to 
the Old Testament prophets, you’re in good 
company. But how can you rejoice in the 
midst of the mess? You can remember that 
your reward in heaven is great (5:12), because 
“the sufferings of this present time are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory that is 
to be revealed to us” (Rom 8:18).
5:13 Christians are to be salt in this decaying 
world. But if you become too mixed up with 
the world and allow its values to affect you, 
you will lose your uniqueness as a Christian 
and your ability to make a kingdom difference.
5:14 In Scripture, the world is pictured as a 
dark place that requires illumination (see John 
1:4–5; 3:19). Jesus is “the Light of the world” 
(John 8:12), so he expects his followers to 
be lights too. We are not to be secret agent 
saints.
5:15–16 Are you a light among your acquain-
tances? Are you a light at work and at the gym? 
Are you a light in your culture and in your com-
munity? To hide a light is contradictory to its 
purpose. You must shine so that people may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven (5:16). A good work is a righ-

teous and biblically authorized action that is 
beneficial to others and for which God gets 
the credit.
5:17 The Law or the Prophets is a way of 
referring to the Old Testament, which was 
intended to point to Christ. He, in fact, is 
the theme of the Old Testament Scriptures 
(see Luke 24:27, 44; John 5:39–40). In order 
to provide us with righteousness, making us 
acceptable before God, he had to live a life of 
complete obedience to God’s law.
5:20 Unless, as a disciple of Jesus, you are 
committed to growing in righteousness, the 
heavenly kingdom will not be expressed in 
your earthly history. The scribes and Phari-
sees were concerned only with external righ-
teousness.
5:21–22 God not only considers our actions 
but also our thoughts and words. He’s con-
cerned with the motives of the heart.
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says to his brother, ‘1You good- for- nothing,’ 
shall be answerable to 2the supreme court; 
and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty 
enough to go into the 3fiery hell. 23 There-
fore, if you are apresenting your offering 
at the altar, and there you remember that 
your brother has something against you, 
24 leave your offering there before the altar 
and go; first be breconciled to your brother, 
and then come and present your offering. 
25 cCome to good terms with your accuser 
quickly, while you are with him on the way 
to court, so that your accuser will not hand 
you over to the judge, and the judge to the 
officer, and you will not be thrown into 
prison. 26 Truly I say to you, dyou will not 
come out of there until you have paid up 
the last 4quadrans.

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘eYou 
shall not commit adultery’; 28 but I say to 
you that everyone who looks at a woman 
fwith lust for her has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. 29 Now gif 
your right eye is causing you to sin, tear 
it out and throw it away from you; for it 
is better for you to lose one of the parts of 
your body, than for your whole body to be 
thrown into hell. 30 And hif your right hand 
is causing you to sin, cut it off and throw 
it away from you; for it is better for you to 
lose one of the parts of your body, than for 
your whole body to go into hell.

31 “Now it was said, ‘iWhoever sends 
his wife away is to give her a certificate 
of divorce’; 32 jbut I say to you that every-
one who divorces his wife, except for the 
reason of sexual immorality, makes her 
commit adultery; and whoever marries a 
divorced woman commits adultery.

33 “Again, you have heard that the 
ancients were told, ‘kYou shall not make 
false vows, but shall fulfill your vows 
to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, ltake no 
oath at all, neither by heaven, for it is mthe 
throne of God, 35 nor by the earth, for it is 
the nfootstool of His feet, nor by Jerusalem, 
for it is othe city of the great King. 36 Nor 

shall you take an oath by your head, for 
you cannot make a single hair white or 
black. 37 But make sure your statement is, 
‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; anything beyond these 
is of pevil origin.

38 “You have heard that it was said, 
‘qEye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I 
say to you, do not show opposition against 

 Kingdom living 
Family

God, Our Heavenly Father
Statistics tell us that more than half the cou-
ples that get married today will also get di-
vorced. For the African American community, 
figures are even more sobering. More than 
seventy percent of our children will grow up 
in broken homes, usually without a father.

God created us to be a part of a family. We 
as believers are his children—members of 
his family—and our home is not broken. You 
and I are loved unconditionally. God’s love 
for us is eternal. It does not change and will 
not fade. Regardless of whether you’re mar-
ried, single, divorced, or widowed, God is 
your heavenly Father, and he has promised 
never to leave you. This truth should add a 
tremendous amount of security to your life, 
especially when you live devoted to him and 
not to yourself.

Tragically, when couples put their own in-
terests ahead of their vows to God and their 
love for one another, something is bound to 
give. And when marriages fall apart, deep feel-
ings of resentment and sorrow flourish. When 
people don’t feel loved, their hearts can be 
filled with sadness that often leads to anger 
and hurtful behaviors. How can you help? It 
all begins with unconditional love—God’s 
love poured into you and poured out to those 
around you. 

for the next Family  
kingdom living lesson see page 1374.

5:22 1 Or You empty- head; Gr Raka (Raca) from Aramaic reqa 2 Lit the Sanhedrin; i.e., Jewish High Court 3 Lit Gehenna of fire   5:26 4 A small 
Roman copper coin, worth about 1/64 of a laborer’s daily wage   

5:23 a Matt 5:24
5:24 b Rom 12:17, 18

5:25 c Prov 25:8f; 
Luke 12:58

5:26 d Luke 12:59
5:27 e Ex 20:14; Deut 5:18

5:28 f 2 Sam 11:2- 5; 
Job 31:1

5:29 g Matt 18:9; Mark 9:47
5:30 h Matt 18:8; 

Mark 9:43
5:31 i Deut 24:1, 3; Jer 3:1

5:32 j Matt 19:9; 
Mark 10:11f

5:33 k Lev 19:12; Num 30:2
5:34 l James 5:12 

m Is 66:1
5:35 n Is 66:1 

o Ps 48:2

5:37 p 1 John 3:12f
5:38 q Ex 21:24; Lev 24:20

5:23–24 In order to have a healthy vertical 
relationship—intimacy and fellowship with 
God—you must maintain your horizontal 
relationships with others. Make peace with 
your brother inasmuch as it depends on you.
5:27–30 Sexual purity involves more than 
avoiding a physical act. It involves the heart, 
too. Pornography is a huge stumbling block 
to moral purity and a clear example of the 
kind of sin that Jesus warned against (5:28). 
Jesus calls not for physical mutilation (again, 

sin is a matter of the heart), but for a radical 
approach to avoiding sin.
5:32 The Jewish religious leaders had vary-
ing understandings of divorce. Some thought 
one could divorce for any reason. But mar-
riage vows are to be viewed as sacred and 
permanent.
5:33–37 Jesus didn’t deny the legitimacy 
of all oath taking. We find oaths in the Old 
Testament, such as when covenant relation-
ships were established. So Jesus was warning 

against careless, profane, and flippant uses of 
vows in everyday speech. An oath shouldn’t 
be used to convince someone of the truthful-
ness of what you’re saying; that might only be 
a cover-up for deception.
5:38–42 The Old Testament principle of an EyE 
For EyE, and tootH For tootH (5:38; see Lev 
24:20) was intended to keep justice fair and 
limited. Punishment was to be in proportion 
to the crime. But Jesus wanted his followers 
to develop a spirit of servanthood that would 
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an evil person; but awhoever slaps you on 
your right cheek, turn the other toward 
him also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue 
you and take your 1tunic, let him have your 
2cloak also. 41 Whoever forces you to go one 
mile, go with him two. 42 bGive to him who 
asks of you, and do not turn away from him 
who wants to borrow from you.

43 “You have heard that it was said, 
‘cYou shall love your neighbor dand hate 
your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, elove your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, 45 so that you may prove yourselves to 
be fsons of your Father who is in heaven; 
for He causes His sun to rise on the evil 
and the good, and sends rain on the righ-
teous and the unrighteous. 46 For gif you 
love those who love you, what reward do 
you have? Even the tax collectors, do they 
not do the same? 47 And if you greet only 
your brothers and sisters, what more are 
you doing than others? Even the Gentiles, 
do they not do the same? 48 Therefore hyou 
shall be perfect, as your heavenly Father 
is perfect.

ChariTablE giving To ThE Poor 
and PrayEr

6 “Take care not to practice your righ-
teousness in the sight of people, ito 

be noticed by them; otherwise you have 
no reward with your Father who is in 
heaven.

2 “So when you give to the poor, do not 
sound a trumpet before you, as the hyp-
ocrites do in the synagogues and on the 
streets, so that they jwill be praised by 
people. Truly I say to you, they have their 
reward in full. 3 But when you give to the 

poor, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, 4 so that your 
charitable giving will be in secret; and 
kyour Father who sees what is done in 
secret will reward you.

5 “And when you pray, you are not to be 
like the hypocrites; for they love to lstand 
and pray in the synagogues and on the 
street corners so that they will be seen by 
people. Truly I say to you, they have their 
reward in full. 6 But as for you, when you 
pray, mgo into your inner room, close your 
door, and pray to your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who sees what is 
done in secret will reward you.

7 “And when you are praying, do not 
use thoughtless repetition as the Gentiles 
do, for they think that they will be heard 
because of their nmany words. 8 So do not 
be like them; for oyour Father knows what 
you need before you ask Him.

ThE lord’s PrayEr
9 “pPray, then, in this way:

‘Our Father, who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.

10  ‘Your kingdom come.
qYour will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.

11  ‘rGive us this day our daily bread.

aPPliCaTion QuEsTions
read matthew 6:9–13
 – What do you like best about Jesus’s prayer? Why?
 – How does this prayer compare to the way you 

normally pray?
 – How will you intentionally submit to God’s 

will this week?

5:40 1 A long shirt worn next to the skin 2 Or outer garment   

5:39 a 1 Cor 6:7
5:42 b Deut 15:7- 11; 
Luke 6:34f
5:43 c Lev 19:18 
d Deut 23:3- 6
5:44 e Luke 6:27f; 23:34
5:45 f Matt 5:9; Luke 6:35
5:46 g Luke 6:32
5:48 h Lev 19:2; Deut 18:13
6:1 i Matt 6:5, 16; 23:5
6:2 j Matt 6:5, 16; 23:5

6:4 k Jer 17:10; Matt 6:6, 18
6:5 l Mark 11:25; 
Luke 18:11, 13
6:6 m Is 26:20; 
Matt 26:36- 39
6:7 n 1 Kin 18:26f
6:8 o Ps 38:9; 69:17- 19
6:9 p Luke 11:2- 4
6:10 q Matt 26:42; 
Luke 22:42
6:11 r Prov 30:8; Is 33:16

extend beyond what’s required and even 
apply to those who mistreat them. As Paul 
says, it means not repaying “evil for evil . . . but 
overcom[ing] evil with good” (Rom 12:17, 21).
5:43–45 To love your enemies (5:44) is to 
reflect the character of your Father who is 
in heaven (5:45). There are certain blessings 
that he gives to all people. He causes His sun 
to rise on the evil and the good (5:45). You 
don’t have to be a Christian to feel the sun-
shine and to breathe.
5:48 To be perfect as God is perfect does not 
mean to be sinless; rather, it means to love 
others—in the power of the Holy Spirit—by 
seeking their best interests as a reflection 
of God’s character. Loving your neighbor 
doesn’t require having warm and fuzzy feel-
ings for him; it means seeking his well-being.
6:2–6 For the filming of old western movies, 
they would create a town that appeared to 
be full of buildings, but each structure was 

a façade. A building might look like a saloon 
from the front, but there was nothing on the 
other side of its door. Similarly, hypocrites 
(6:2) are play actors, giving an external 
appearance of spirituality without an accom-
panying internal reality.

If, like a hypocrite, you give for the applause 
of people, that’s all the reward you’re going 
to get. But give and pray in secret, and your 
Father will reward you (6:3–6).
6:9 Prayer is designed to be a relational com-
munication with God, not merely a formal or 
verbal one. Prayer is only as effective as our 
level of intimacy with the Lord. Some people 
have had bad fathers and say they can’t relate 
to God as Father, but we are not to measure 
our heavenly Father by the standard of our 
earthly ones. Rather, we are to measure our 
earthly fathers by the standard of our Father  
. . . in heaven—who is perfect. He is the ulti-
mate definition of what a father is. Notice 

also that he is our Father (so you’re not the 
only kid in the family). To honor God as hal-
lowed or holy is to treat him as unique—in a 
class by himself. He is the Creator of all and 
the only one deserving of worship.
6:10 Jesus calls his disciples to make a pledge 
of allegiance to the kingdom of God—to 
God’s rule over his creation. When Olympic 
athletes are awarded gold medals, they don’t 
get to choose the song they hear at the award 
ceremony. The song played is the national 
anthem of the winner’s country. Similarly, you 
are called to march to God’s tune.

God’s will is what God wants—when, 
where, and how he wants it. Those who are 
part of God’s family are to follow God’s rules. 
He’s sovereign, and he’ll accomplish his pur-
poses with you or without you. The question 
is, will you get to take part in it?
6:11 Just as the Israelites relied on God to 
provide manna regularly in the wilderness, 
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12  ‘And aforgive us our debts, as we also 
have forgiven our debtors.

13  ‘And do not lead us into  
temptation, but bdeliver us from  
evil. [[1For Yours is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen.’]]  

14 cFor if you forgive other people for their 
offenses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. 15 But dif you do not forgive 
other people, then your Father will not 
forgive your offenses.

FasTing; ThE TruE TrEasurE; 
wEalTh
16 “Now ewhenever you fast, do not make 
a gloomy face as the hypocrites do, for 
they distort their faces so that they will be 
noticed by people when they are fasting. 
Truly I say to you, they have their reward in 
full. 17 But as for you, when you fast, fanoint 
your head and wash your face, 18 so that 
your fasting will not be noticed by peo-
ple but by your Father who is in secret; 
and your gFather who sees what is done in 
secret will reward you.

19 “hDo not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. 20 But store up for yourselves itrea-
sures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys, and where thieves do not 
break in or steal; 21 for jwhere your trea-
sure is, there your heart will be also.

22 “kThe eye is the lamp of the body; so 
then, if your eye is clear, your whole body 
will be full of light. 23 But if lyour eye is bad, 
your whole body will be full of darkness. So 
if the light that is in you is darkness, how 
great is the darkness!

24 “mNo one can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, 

or he will be devoted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and 2wealth.

ThE CurE For anxiETy
25 “nFor this reason I say to you, do not be 
worried about your life, as to what you will 
eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, 
as to what you will put on. Is life not more 
than food, and the body more than cloth-
ing? 26 oLook at the birds of the sky, that they 
do not sow, nor reap, nor gather crops into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not much more important 
than they? 27 And which of you by pworry-
ing can add a single day to his life’s span? 
28 And why are you qworried about cloth-
ing? Notice how the lilies of the field grow; 
they do not labor nor do they spin thread for 
cloth, 29 yet I say to you that not even rSolo-
mon in all his glory clothed himself like one 
of these. 30 But if God so clothes the sgrass of 
the field, which is alive today and tomor-
row is thrown into the furnace, will He not 
much more clothe you? tYou of little faith! 
31 Do not uworry then, saying, ‘What are we to 
eat?’ or ‘What are we to drink?’ or ‘What are 
we to wear for clothing?’ 32 For the Gentiles 
eagerly seek all these things; for vyour heav-
enly Father knows that you need all these 
things. 33 But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness, and wall these things will be 
provided to you.

6:13 1 This clause not found in early mss   6:24 2 Gr mamonas, for Aramaic mamon (mammon); i.e., wealth etc. personified as an object of worship   

aPPliCaTion QuEsTions
read matthew 6:25–34

 – What are the main benefits or desirable things 
mentioned in these verses?

 – What do these verses teach about anxiety? 
What are the main causes of anxiety in your life?

 – Identify one change you’ll make this week to 
place God and his kingdom first in your life.

6:12 a Ex 34:7; Ps 32:1
6:13 b John 17:15; 

1 Cor 10:13
6:14 c Matt 7:2; Mark 11:25f

6:15 d Matt 18:35
6:16 e Is 58:5

6:17 f Ruth 3:3; 2 Sam 12:20
6:18 g Matt 6:4, 6

6:19 h Prov 23:4; Matt 19:21
6:20 i Matt 19:21; 

Luke 12:33
6:21 j Luke 12:34

6:22 k Luke 11:34, 35
6:23 l Matt 20:15; 

Mark 7:22
6:24 m 1 Kin 18:21; 

Luke 16:13

6:25 n Luke 12:22- 31
6:26 o Job 35:11; 38:41

6:27 p Matt 6:25, 28, 31, 34; 
Luke 10:41

6:28 q Matt 6:25, 27, 31, 34; 
Luke 10:41

6:29 r 1 Kin 10:4- 7; 
2 Chr 9:4- 6, 20- 22

6:30 s James 1:10, 11 
t Matt 8:26; 14:31

6:31 u Matt 6:25, 27, 28, 34; 
Luke 10:41

6:32 v Matt 6:8; Phil 4:19
6:33 w Matt 19:28; 

Mark 10:29f

so you are to live your life in dependence on 
God—one day at a time.
6:12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors relates to sins. When 
God forgives, he no longer credits sin to 
your account. And as we have been forgiven 
by God, so we are to forgive the sins others 
commit against us.
6:13 Satan is smarter than we are and has 
centuries of experience ruining human 
lives. So ask God to keep you from getting 
into situations that detour you from the 
kingdom road.
6:14–15 Don’t miss that God’s forgiveness is 
conditioned on your forgiveness of others. 
Jesus isn’t talking about salvation here, but 
about our fellowship with God after we’re 
saved, as a part of our discipleship. To forgive 

is not to hold a grudge, not to seek retribu-
tion. Since we all need forgiveness regularly, 
we must not withhold it.
6:16 If your goal in fasting is for other people 
to celebrate how spiritual you look, then their 
approval will be your only reward.
6:24 Few things can distract us as effectively 
as becoming slaves to wealth. Having money 
is not the problem, though. The danger is 
when money has you and becomes more 
important to you than spiritual things. God 
must have your devotion if you are to receive 
his kingdom direction.
6:25–30 For many of us, the admonition not 
to worry about . . . life (6:25) sounds just as 
impossible to obey as “Don’t breathe.” Worry 
and anxiety over life are commonplace. But 
to this Jesus said in effect, “When was the 

last time you saw a bird with an ulcer?” Birds 
don’t worry about where they’re going to get 
their next meals, yet the heavenly Father 
feeds them (6:26). Flowers don’t agonize over 
looking pretty, but not even Solomon in all 
his glory could match the beauty in the fields 
of God’s creation (6:28–29). If God gives this 
kind of attention to birds and flowers, won’t 
he do much more for you (6:30)? Trust him.
6:33 How do you know if you’re seeking to 
put God’s kingdom first? Ask yourself this 
question: When I need guidance to make 
decisions, where do I go first? For many 
Christians, God is like a spare tire. He’s the 
One they run to when all else fails. So, do 
you seek God’s perspective first (through 
his Word and godly counsel), or do you 
seek the world’s perspective? Kingdom 
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34 “So do not aworry about tomorrow; 
for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each 
day has enough trouble of its own.

Judging oThErs

7 “bDo not judge, so that you will not be 
judged. 2 For in the way you judge, you 

will be judged; and cby your standard of 
measure, it will be measured to you. 3 Why 
do you dlook at the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that 
is in your own eye? 4 e Or how can you say to 
your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,’ and look, the log is in your own 
eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly 
to take the speck out of your brother’s eye!

6 “fDo not give what is holy to dogs, and 
do not throw your pearls before pigs, or 
they will trample them under their feet, 
and turn and tear you to pieces.

PrayEr and ThE goldEn rulE
7 “gAsk, and it will be given to you; seek, and 
you will find; knock, and it will be opened 
to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, 
and the one who seeks finds, and to the 
one who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or what 
person is there among you who, when his 
son asks for a loaf of bread, will give him 
a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, he will 
not give him a snake, will he? 11 So if you, 
despite being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, hhow much more 

6:34 a Matt 6:25, 27, 28, 31; 
Luke 10:41
7:1 b Rom 14:10, 13
7:2 c Mark 4:24; Luke 6:38
7:3 d Rom 2:1
7:4 e Luke 6:42

7:6 f Matt 15:26
7:7 g Luke 11:9- 13
7:11 h Ps 84:11; Is 63:7

Christians appeal to God’s view and his 
righteous standards first. Do this, and 
all these things will be provided to you. 
Align yourself with his agenda, and your 
heavenly Daddy will take responsibility for 
meeting your needs.
6:34 Focusing on living for God’s kingdom 
today is the antidote for worry.
7:1 To illegitimately judge is to create your 
own standard of what is acceptable and 
measure everyone against it, hypocritically 
critiquing others. Not surprisingly, people 
who do this typically find no problems with 
their own behavior. That’s because when a 
sinner creates a standard, he becomes the 
standard. When my son was eleven years old, 
he wanted to show me how he could dunk a 
basketball in the gym. The problem was that 

he had asked a janitor to lower the rim so he 
could dunk it. Those who hypocritically judge 
others use a standard, but it isn’t God’s. It’s 
been lowered.
7:3–5 Imagine straining to see a nearly 
invisible splinter while being oblivious to a 
board protruding from your eyeball! Instead 
of being judgmental toward others, allow 
God’s standard to be applied to your own life. 
If you’re honest, you’ll discover that you fall 
short. When you’ve addressed your own sin, 
you’ll be more understanding, compassion-
ate, and righteous in your assessments and 
better able to help a brother or sister address 
his or her own sin.
7:6 There are numerous places in the Bible 
in which God instructs his people to make 
judgment calls. Here is one of them: Do 

not give what is holy to dogs, and do not 
throw your pearls before pigs. These are 
references to those who despise spiritual 
things, but you can’t obey this command 
unless you can discern who the “dogs” and 
“pigs” are.

The difference between judgmentalism 
and doing what Jesus calls us to do here is 
the standard used. When you sinfully judge, 
you use your own standard and condemn 
others. When you obey Jesus’s words, you 
use wisdom, refusing to give what is precious 
in God’s sight to those who refuse to value 
spiritual things.
7:7–8 Prayer is an earthly request for heav-
enly intervention. There are three answers to 
prayer: yes, no, or wait. If you haven’t heard 
yes or no, then you keep asking.

1085 MattHeW 6–7

 Kingdom living 
Kingdom

Seeking First the Kingdom
God’s kingdom is lived out from the perspective 
of heaven, not earth. That’s why Jesus said, “Seek 
first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be provided to you” (Matt 6:33). 
Far too many Christians, though, think they can 
mix a little of God with a lot of the world. They’re 
willing to follow several isolated fragments of 
what they find in God’s Word—going to church 
for fellowship, giving money when it’s conve-
nient, not stealing, and so on—but they’re not 
willing to submit to God’s comprehensive plan 
and purpose for their lives. They’re not willing 
to be part of his kingdom agenda. 

That’s a big problem. Because when you bring 
the world into the Word, you’re asking God, the 
King, to bless something that’s contrary to his 
kingdom. He won’t do that. In the end, your ef-
forts to keep hold of only a little piece of God 
actually prevent you from experiencing any 

part of God because you can’t operate in two  
kingdoms at once. 

If you lose sight of the kingdom, God’s per-
spective gets lost and you start focusing on the 
tangible and temporal things in life. When that 
happens, your judgment begins to be skewed and 
your decisions become shortsighted. Rather than 
living out your destiny and purpose, you may end 
up with wasted time, effort, energy, and emotions. 

But when God’s kingdom is prioritized, you 
get to see heaven both rule and overrule in your 
life. You will witness God trump circumstances 
and people that you thought had the last word 
because only God has the last word. You’ll get 
to experience him at a whole new level as you 
experience him as King. 

for the next Kingdom  
kingdom living lesson see page 1109.
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will your Father who is in heaven give good 
things to those who ask Him!

12 “In everything, atherefore, treat peo-
ple the same way you want them to treat 
you, for bthis is the Law and the Prophets.

ThE narrow and widE gaTEs
13 “cEnter through the narrow gate; for the 
gate is wide and the way is broad that leads 
to destruction, and there are many who 
enter through it. 14 For the gate is narrow 

and the way is constricted that leads to life, 
and there are few who find it.

a TrEE and iTs FruiT
15 “Beware of the dfalse prophets, who come 
to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves. 16 You will eknow them 
by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered 
from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, 
are they? 17 So fevery good tree bears good 
fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A 
good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a 
bad tree bear good fruit. 19 gEvery tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will 
know them hby their fruits.

21 “iNot everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but the one who does the will of My Father 
who is in heaven will enter. 22 jMany will 
say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we 
not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 
name cast out demons, and in Your name 
perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; kleave 
Me, you who practice lawlessness.’

ThE Two FoundaTions
24 “Therefore, leveryone who hears these 
words of Mine, and acts on them, will be 
like a wise man who built his house on 
the rock. 25 And the rain fell and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and slammed 
against that house; and yet it did not fall, 
for it had been founded on the rock. 26 And 
everyone who hears these words of Mine, 
and does not act on them, will be like a 
foolish man who built his house on the 
sand. 27 And the rain fell and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and slammed 
against that house; and it fell— and its col-
lapse was great.”

28 When Jesus had finished these words, 
mthe crowds were amazed at His teaching; 

 Questions & Answers 

Q Why does Jesus’s command to “seek 
first [God’s] kingdom” (Matt 6:33) ac-

company his teaching on worry? How does 
worry impact our ability to seek  

God first? 

a  Worry is one of the great distractions of 
life, and it is more than mere concern. 

Concern involves controlling how much 
time and attention you give to an issue. 
Worry occurs when the issue controls 

you. And when the issues in our lives are 
controlling us, then the kingdom goes to 

the back of the line in terms of our priorities, 
because we’ve given our worries too much 

clout. 

Legitimate concern is necessary. But we 
must control what we think about, how 

much we think about it, and how we allow it 
to influence us. When the kingdom is pushed 
to the background because an issue in your 
life has assumed control, then that issue has 

become an idol and a god, thus hindering 
the true God from meeting the need that is 

causing you to worry.

for the next q&a, see page 1115.

7:12 a Luke 6:31 
b Matt 22:40

7:13 c Luke 13:24

7:15 d Matt 24:11, 24; 
Mark 13:22

7:16 e Matt 7:20; 12:33
7:17 f Matt 12:33, 35

7:19 g Matt 3:10; Luke 3:9
7:20 h Matt 7:16; 12:33

7:21 i Luke 6:46
7:22 j Matt 25:11f; 

Luke 13:25ff
7:23 k Ps 6:8; Matt 25:41

7:24 l Matt 16:18; 
James 1:22- 25

7:28 m Matt 13:54; 22:33

7:12 Within this verse is the Golden Rule. In 
short, it means to love others: to practice the 
“one anothers” of Scripture (e.g., John 15:12; 
Gal 6:2; Eph 4:32; 1 Thess 5:11).
7:13–14 The broad way that many people 
follow, seeking to have a relationship with 
God, is called religion (7:13). Religion is man’s 
attempt to make himself acceptable to a holy 
God. But the narrow gate that leads to life is 
Jesus; he makes us acceptable. Few find this 
road because few are willing to accept God’s 
way to obtain eternal life (7:14). The only 
legitimate way to a relationship with God is 
his way: through his Son and his cross.
7:15–18 The lesson here is that you need 
to examine the evidence of a teacher’s life 
and ministry. Is that person’s teaching and 

doctrine consistent with God’s Word? Does 
his or her lifestyle display holiness and love 
for the Lord? If either answer is no, don’t be 
deceived.
7:21–23 Someone can call Jesus, Lord, Lord, 
and have a ministry that appears to be authen-
tic (7:21–22). Nevertheless, a lack of good 
fruit will expose them. The King of kings will 
thus respond, LEAVE ME, you wHo prACtICE 
lAwlEssnEss (7:23). False teachers will expe-
rience his judgment. Participation in Jesus’s 
millennial kingdom is directly related to obe-
dience to his teaching (7:21). The absence of 
practical righteousness will exclude people 
from participation in the millennial kingdom. 
This righteousness is something the disciples 
were encouraged to pursue (6:33).

7:24–27 I once had a crack in a wall of my 
house. No matter how many times I had 
it fixed, the crack came back. Finally, I 
learned the problem wasn’t with the wall; 
the problem was a shifting foundation. 
Many of us have “cracks” in our lives—
emotional, relational, financial—but we 
address the symptoms and not the source 
of the problem. If you want stability in your 
personal life, your family, your ministry, 
and your community, you need the strong, 
sturdy foundation of God’s Word—which 
includes both knowledge of the Bible and 
applying it to life. Wisdom is the ability and 
willingness to apply spiritual truth to life’s 
circumstances. Foolishness is unwilling-
ness to do so.
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29 for He was teaching them as one who had 
authority, and not as their scribes.

JEsus ClEansEs a man  
wiTh lEProsy

8 When Jesus came down from the moun-
tain, large crowds followed Him. 2 And aa 

man with 1leprosy came to Him and bowed 
down before Him, and said, “Lord, if You are 
willing, You can make me clean.” 3 Jesus 
reached out with His hand and touched 
him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” 
And immediately his bleprosy was cleansed. 
4 And Jesus *said to him, “See that you tell 
no one; but cgo, show yourself to the priest 
and present the offering that Moses com-
manded, as a testimony to them.”

ThE CEnTurion’s FaiTh
5 And dwhen Jesus entered Capernaum, 
a centurion came to Him, begging Him, 
6 and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying 
eparalyzed at home, terribly tormented.” 
7 Jesus *said to him, “I will come and heal 
him.” 8 But the centurion replied, “Lord, I 
am not worthy for You to come under my 
roof, but just say the word, and my servant 
will be healed. 9 For I also am a man under 
fauthority, with soldiers under me; and I 
say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes, and to 
another, ‘Come!’ and he comes, and to my 
slave, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.” 10 Now when 
Jesus heard this, He was amazed and said 
to those who were following, “Truly I say to 
you, I have not found such great faith with 
anyone in Israel. 11 And I say to you that 
many gwill come from east and west, and 
2recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; 12 but 
hthe sons of the kingdom will be thrown 
out into ithe outer darkness; in that place 

there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” 13 And Jesus said to the centurion, 
“Go; it shall be done for you jas you have 
believed.” And the servant was healed at 
that very moment.

PETEr’s moThEr- in- law and many 
oThErs hEalEd
14 kWhen Jesus came into Peter’s home, He 
saw his mother- in- law lying sick in bed 
with a fever. 15 And He touched her hand, 
and the fever left her; and she got up and 
waited on Him. 16 Now when evening came, 
they brought to Him many lwho were 
demon- possessed; and He cast out the spir-
its with a word, and mhealed all who were 
ill. 17 This happened so that what was spo-
ken through Isaiah the prophet would be 
fulfilled: “nHe Himself took our illnesses 
and carried away our diseases.”

disCiPlEshiP TEsTEd
18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd around 
Him, oHe gave orders to depart to the other 
side of the sea. 19 pThen a scribe came and 
said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You 
wherever You go.” 20 And Jesus *said to 
him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of 
the sky have nests, but qthe Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay His head.” 21 And another of 
the disciples said to Him, “Lord, allow me 
first to go and bury my father.” 22 But Jesus 
*said to him, “rFollow Me, and let the dead 
bury their own dead.”

JEsus Calms ThE sTorm
23 sWhen He got into the boat, His disci-
ples followed Him. 24 And behold, a vio-
lent storm developed on the sea, so that 
the boat was being covered by the waves; 
but Jesus Himself was asleep. 25 And they 

8:2 1 I.e., leprosy or a serious, unspecified skin disease, and so throughout the ch; see Lev 13   8:11 2 I.e., to dine   

8:2 a Mark 1:40- 44; 
Luke 5:12- 14
8:3 b Matt 11:5; Luke 4:27
8:4 c Mark 1:44; Luke 5:14
8:5 d Luke 7:1- 10
8:6 e Matt 4:24
8:9 f Mark 1:27; Luke 9:1
8:11 g Is 49:12; 59:19
8:12 h Matt 13:38 
i Matt 22:13

8:13 j Matt 9:22, 29
8:14 k Mark 1:29- 34; 
Luke 4:38- 41
8:16 l Matt 4:24 
m Matt 4:23
8:17 n Is 53:4
8:18 o Mark 4:35; Luke 8:22
8:19 p Luke 9:57- 60
8:20 q Dan 7:13; Matt 9:6
8:22 r Matt 9:9; Mark 2:14
8:23 s Mark 4:36- 41; 
Luke 8:22- 25

8:2 There’s nothing wrong with seeking a 
doctor’s help when you’re sick. The problem 
is in neglecting to seek God’s help and treat-
ing the doctor as if he’s a god.
8:8–9 This Roman officer understood how 
authority works. He had men under his 
command, and he didn’t need to be present 
for his soldiers to obey his orders—any more 
than he needed Caesar to visit him person-
ally to get him to jump. A subordinate only 
needs to know that a superior has issued an 
order (8:9). The centurion knew that Jesus 
possessed authority to heal. Therefore, he 
trusted that Jesus didn’t have to be physically 
present but only say the word (8:8).
8:10 What made the centurion’s faith so great 
was his total confidence in Jesus’s word. Great 
faith comes when we truly understand the 
greatness of the object of our faith.

8:12 The sons of the kingdom refers to unre-
generate Jews. Unfaithful believers will lose 
rewards in Jesus’s millennial kingdom rule 
while faithful believers will be rewarded 
with rich inheritance. Outer darkness and 
weeping and gnashing of teeth are pictures 
of profound regret due to loss of rewards at 
the judgment seat of Christ because of their 
unfaithfulness. The context determines 
whether this phrase is referring to believ-
ers (see 25:29–30) or to unbelievers (see 
13:47–50).
8:15 Notice what this woman did as soon 
as she got up from her sickbed. Likewise, 
when the Lord ministers to you, it should be 
reflected in your service to him.
8:16–17 The point here is that Jesus’s healing 
ministry validated prophecy regarding the 
Messiah. A day is coming when, because of his 

death on the cross, sickness, pain, and death 
will be abolished forever (see Is 53:5; Rev 21:4).
8:20 In other words, he asked the would-be 
disciple, “Are you sure you understand what 
you’re getting yourself into? Will you follow 
me when there’s no Hilton, no Holiday Inn?” 
Are you committed to Jesus, even when times 
are hard?
8:21–22 The man’s request (8:21) was another 
way of saying he wanted to receive his inher-
itance before he committed himself to dis-
cipleship. Once his father died and left him 
sufficient funds, he’d be all in. But Jesus per-
mitted no postponement: Follow Me, and let 
the dead bury their own dead (8:22)—that 
is, let those who are spiritually dead worry 
about such things. Are you willing to risk dis-
cipleship even when it doesn’t fit with your 
economic plans?
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came to Him and woke Him, saying, “aSave 
us, Lord; we are perishing!” 26 He *said to 
them, “Why are you afraid, byou men of lit-
tle faith?” Then He got up and rebuked the 
winds and the sea, and it became perfectly 
calm. 27 The men were amazed, and said, 
“What kind of a man is this, that even the 
winds and the sea obey Him?”

JEsus sEnds dEmons inTo Pigs
28 cAnd when He came to the other side into 
the country of the Gadarenes, two demon- 
possessed men confronted Him as they 
were coming out of the tombs. They were 
so extremely violent that no one could pass 
by that way. 29 And they cried out, saying, 
“dWhat business do You have with us, Son 
of God? Have You come here to torment us 
before the time?” 30 Now there was a herd 
of many pigs feeding at a distance from 
them. 31 And the demons begged Him, say-
ing, “If You are going to cast us out, send 
us into the herd of pigs.” 32 And He said to 
them, “Go!” And they came out and went 
into the pigs; and behold, the whole herd 
rushed down the steep bank into the sea 
and drowned in the waters. 33 And the 
herdsmen ran away, and went to the city 
and reported everything, including what 
had happened to the edemon- possessed 
men. 34 And behold, the whole city came 
out to meet Jesus; and when they saw 
Him, fthey pleaded with Him to leave their 
region.

a ParalyzEd man hEalEd

9 Getting into a boat, Jesus crossed over the 
Sea of Galilee and came to gHis own city.
2 hAnd they brought to Him a paralyzed 

man lying on a stretcher. And seeing their 
faith, Jesus said to the man who was par-
alyzed, “Take courage, son; your sins are 

forgiven.” 3 And some of the scribes said 
to themselves, “This man is iblaspheming!” 
4 And Jesus, jperceiving their thoughts, 
said, “Why are you thinking evil in your 
hearts? 5 For which is easier, to say, ‘kYour 
sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and 
walk’? 6 But so that you may know that lthe 
Son of Man has authority on earth to for-
give sins”— then He *said to the paralyzed 
man, “Get up, pick up your stretcher and 
go home.” 7 And he got up and went home. 
8 But when the crowds saw this, they were 
awestruck, and they mglorified God, who 
had given such authority to men.

maTThEw CallEd
9 nAs Jesus went on from there, He saw a 
man called Matthew sitting in the tax col-
lector’s office; and He *said to him, “Follow 
Me!” And he got up and followed Him.

10 Then it happened that as Jesus was 
reclining at the table in the house, behold, 
many tax collectors and sinners came and 
began dining with Jesus and His disciples. 
11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they 
said to His disciples, “oWhy is your Teacher 
eating with the tax collectors and sinners?” 
12 But when Jesus heard this, He said, “It is 
not pthose who are healthy who need a phy-
sician, but those who are sick. 13 Now go 
and learn what this means: ‘qI desire com-
passion, rather than sacrifice,’ for I did 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

ThE QuEsTion abouT FasTing
14 Then the disciples of John *came to Him, 
asking, “Why do we and rthe Pharisees 
fast, but Your disciples do not fast?” 15 And 
Jesus said to them, “The attendants of the 
groom cannot mourn as long as the groom 
is with them, can they? But the days will 
come when the groom is taken away from 

8:25 a Matt 8:2; 9:18
8:26 b Matt 6:30; 14:31

8:28 c Mark 5:1- 17; 
Luke 8:26- 37

8:29 d Judg 11:12; 
2 Sam 16:10

8:33 e Matt 4:24
8:34 f Amos 7:12; 

Acts 16:39
9:1 g Matt 4:13; Mark 5:21

9:2 h Mark 2:3- 12; 
Luke 5:18- 26

9:3 i Mark 3:28, 29
9:4 j Matt 12:25; Luke 6:8

9:5 k Matt 9:2, 6;  
Mark 2:5, 9

9:6 l Matt 8:20; John 5:27
9:8 m Matt 5:16; 15:31

9:9 n Mark 2:14- 22; 
Luke 5:27- 38

9:11 o Matt 11:19; Mark 2:16
9:12 p Mark 2:17; Luke 5:31

9:13 q Hos 6:6
9:14 r Luke 18:12

8:27 That the disciples were amazed at Jesus’s 
lordship over creation suggests they hadn’t 
fully known who was in the boat with them. The 
storms and trials of life are designed to give you 
a bigger view of God and a more precise under-
standing of who Jesus is, too. The size of your 
faith is ultimately tied to the size of your God.
8:29 Demons clearly know that a day of judg-
ment is coming. But they refuse to live in light 
of it. People do that too (see Rom 1:32).
8:33–34 Did the local Gentile population 
rejoice that two men had been miraculously 
set free of their oppression? No. Jesus was 
responsible for a negative impact on their 
livelihood. So, sadly, financial loss took pri-
ority over spiritual gain.
9:1 Jesus’s own city was Capernaum (see 4:13).
9:2 By his words, Jesus affirmed his own deity 
and did what only God could do.

9:5–7 Clearly it was easier to claim to be able 
to forgive sins than to actually heal, but in 
order to demonstrate his authority in the 
spiritual realm (to forgive sins), Jesus also 
demonstrated his authority in the physical 
realm (to heal lame legs).
9:9 Matthew was also known as Levi (see 
Mark 2:14). He was a Jewish tax collector and 
was thus considered a traitor since it was his 
job to collect taxes from his own people on 
behalf of the Roman Empire. Moreover, tax 
collectors would stick their own surcharge 
onto the tax so that they could make a nice 
profit off of their fellow Jews.
9:10 Matthew had found grace and refused 
to keep it to himself because he knew others 
needed the same. That’s why he threw a party 
at his house and invited other tax collectors 
and sinners to it.

9:11 The Pharisees couldn’t conceive of 
upstanding, religious Jews socializing and 
eating with the tax collectors and sinners. 
Tragically, many modern believers turn all 
their focus inward to their Christian club and 
forget the reason Jesus came to earth: to invite 
new members into the family. When was the 
last time you connected a sinner to the Savior?
9:13 By quoting Hosea 6:6, Jesus essentially 
told the Pharisees to go back and study their 
Bibles: I desire compassion, rather than 
sacrifice. The Pharisees offered plenty of 
religious sacrifices, but their hearts weren’t 
merciful. Similarly, if your praise and worship 
isn’t making you more compassionate toward 
the lost, you’ve missed the point of church.
9:15 The kingdom of God had come near 
because the King of the kingdom—the Mes-
siah—had arrived. A time for fasting would 
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them, and then they will fast. 16 But no one 
puts a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old 
garment; for the patch pulls away from the 
garment, and a worse tear results. 17 Nor 
do people put new wine into old wine-
skins; otherwise the wineskins burst, and 
the wine pours out and the wineskins are 
ruined; but they put new wine into fresh 
wineskins, and both are preserved.”

miraClEs oF hEaling
18 aWhile He was saying these things to 
them, behold, a synagogue official came 
and bowed down before Him, and said, 
“My daughter has just died; but come and 
lay Your hand on her, and she will become 
alive again.” 19 Jesus got up from the table 
and began to accompany him, along with 
His disciples.

20 And behold, a woman who had been 
suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve 
years came up behind Him, and touched 
bthe border of His cloak; 21 for she was say-
ing to herself, “If I only ctouch His cloak, 
I will get well.” 22 But Jesus, turning and 
seeing her, said, “Daughter, take courage; 
dyour faith has made you well.” And at once 
the woman was made well.

23 When Jesus came into the official’s 
house and saw ethe flute players and the 
crowd in noisy disorder, 24 He said, “Leave; 
for the girl fhas not died, but is asleep.” And 
they began laughing at Him. 25 But gwhen 
the crowd had been sent out, He entered 
and htook her by the hand, and the girl got 
up. 26 And ithis news spread throughout 
that land.

27 As Jesus went on from there, two 
men who were blind followed Him, cry-
ing out, “Have mercy on us, jSon of David!” 
28 And after He entered the house, the men 
who were blind came up to Him, and Jesus 
*said to them, “Do you believe that I am 
able to do this?” They *said to Him, “Yes, 
Lord.” 29 Then He touched their eyes, say-
ing, “It shall be done for you kaccording to 
your faith.” 30 And their eyes were opened. 
And Jesus lsternly warned them, saying, 

“See that no one knows about this!” 31 But 
they went out and mspread the news about 
Him throughout that land.

32 And as they were going out, behold, 
na demon- possessed man who was unable 
to speak was brought to Him. 33 And after 
the demon was cast out, the man who was 
previously unable to speak talked; and the 
crowds were amazed, and were saying, 
“oNothing like this has ever been seen in 
Israel.” 34 But the Pharisees were saying, 
“He pcasts out the demons by the ruler of 
the demons.”

35 Jesus was going through all the cit-
ies and villages, qteaching in their syna-
gogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every disease and 
every sickness.

36 Seeing the crowds, He felt compas-
sion for them, rbecause they were dis-
tressed and downcast, like sheep without a 
shepherd. 37 Then He *said to His disciples, 
“sThe harvest is plentiful, but the workers 
are few. 38 Therefore, plead with the Lord 
of the harvest to send out workers into His 
harvest.”

ThE TwElvE disCiPlEs; 
insTruCTions For sErviCE

10 Jesus tsummoned His twelve disci-
ples and gave them authority over 

unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
heal every disease and every sickness.

2 uNow the names of the twelve apos-
tles are these: The first, Simon, who is 
called Peter, and his brother Andrew; and 
James the son of Zebedee, and his brother 
John; 3 vPhilip and Bartholomew; wThomas 
and Matthew the tax collector; James the 
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon 
the Zealot, and xJudas Iscariot, the one who 
also betrayed Him.

5 These twelve Jesus sent out after 
instructing them, saying, “Do not go on a 
road to Gentiles, and do not enter a city 
of ySamaritans; 6 but rather go to zthe lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And as you go, 
preach, saying, ‘aaThe kingdom of heaven 
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Luke 8:41- 56
9:20 b Num 15:38; 
Deut 22:12
9:21 c Matt 14:36; 
Mark 3:10
9:22 d Matt 9:29; 15:28
9:23 e 2 Chr 35:25; Jer 9:17
9:24 f John 11:13; 
Acts 20:10
9:25 g Acts 9:40 
h Mark 9:27
9:26 i Matt 4:24; 9:31
9:27 j Matt 1:1; 12:23
9:29 k Matt 8:13; 9:22
9:30 l Matt 8:4

9:31 m Matt 4:24; 9:26
9:32 n Matt 12:22, 24
9:33 o Mark 2:12
9:34 p Matt 12:24; 
Mark 3:22
9:35 q Matt 4:23; Mark 1:14
9:36 r Num 27:17; 
Ezek 34:5
9:37 s Luke 10:2
10:1 t Mark 3:13- 15; 6:7
10:2 u Mark 3:16- 19; 
Luke 6:14- 16
10:3 v John 1:43ff 
w John 11:16
10:4 x Matt 26:14; 
Luke 22:3
10:5 y 2 Kin 17:24ff; 
Luke 9:52
10:6 z Matt 15:24
10:7 aa Matt 3:2

come later when the groom (King Jesus) was 
taken from them. As sure as you don’t grieve 
at a wedding feast, you don’t fast at a cel-
ebration.
9:22 According to Leviticus 15:25–27, the 
woman’s flow of blood would’ve made her 
and anything she touched ceremonially 
unclean. But instead of uncleanness flowing 
to Jesus through her touch, healing flowed 
to her.
9:27 The prophet Isaiah had much to say 
about the Messiah, God’s Servant, the King 

who was to come. He would be a descendant 
of David (of “the stem of Jesse,” Is 11:1), and 
he would bring healing (see Is 42:6–7). These 
men, recognizing Jesus as the Messiah, knew 
what Jesus could do.
9:28–29 It’s not enough to have faith: that 
faith must be declared publicly.
9:33 When the Lord drove out the demon, the 
man who was previously unable to speak 
talked. This tells us that in the realm of God’s 
kingdom, Satan’s power is restrained; thus, you 
want to be living under God’s kingdom rule.

9:37–38 Jesus called his disciples—including 
us—to plead in prayer for the recruitment of 
kingdom-minded workers (9:38).
10:1–2 Jesus gave the Twelve, including Judas, 
authority and power to perform what he him-
self had been doing (10:1). They had been 
promoted from disciples to apostles (10:2).
10:4 Note that Judas who betrayed him was 
sent out too.
10:5–6 Later, through the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit, the message of Jesus would spread to 
Gentiles (see, e.g., Acts 1:8; 10:34–48; 11:1–18).
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A NOTE FROM
DR. TONY EVANS

This study Bible is based on a simple yet profound biblical worldview: the 
glory of God through the advancement of his kingdom. This is the uni-
fying theme of Scripture, from Genesis through Revelation. The concept 
of God’s kingdom is what ties all of the Bible together. When this central 
point of connectivity is lost to the reader, it is easy for Scripture to seem 
like a series of disconnected stories, events, personalities, and doctrines 
that do not strategically and thematically connect to one another.

The word kingdom means “rule” or “authority.” When linked to God, 
it refers to the rule of God in both heaven and earth encompassing both 
eternity and time. It is therefore comprehensive in nature. This kingdom is 
composed of a ruler (God), subjects (angels and people), a realm (creation), 
and regulations (laws).

The Bible unfolds how God’s kingdom operates in the affairs of the 
world and how God receives glory through his kingdom rule, even when 
that rule is being opposed by both angels and human beings. While God’s 
kingdom rule takes various forms with varying laws through varying 
administrations (i.e., dispensations), it nonetheless maintains its central 
goal of bringing God glory whether through blessing or judgment.

The kingdom agenda, then, is the visible manifestation of the com-
prehensive rule of God over every area of life.  God’s kingdom agenda 
is carried out through four covenantal spheres: the individual, the 
family, the church, and the government (i.e., nations). A covenant is 
a divinely created relational bond through which God administrates 
his kingdom program. It establishes a legal relationship in the spir-
itual realm that is to be lived out in the physical realm. To operate 
and function underneath the umbrella of God’s kingdom covenants 
and guidelines is to position the specific covenantal relationship 
(i.e., individual, family, church, government) to experience God’s 
greatest involvement and benefits within that covenantal sphere. 
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Conversely, to operate outside of and in opposition to God’s kingdom 
covenant is to experience the negative consequences of not being 
aligned and covenantally covered.

This study Bible is designed to reflect this kingdom perspective. My 
goal is that it will serve as a valuable study resource for serious stu-
dents of the Bible by combining exegesis, exposition, and exhortation 
that creates a relevant kingdom mindset. 

As you use this study Bible, remember:

I. Study the Scriptures with a view to meet-
ing with God, not just learning about him.

II. Study the Scriptures by routinely asking, “What 
should I do in light of what I have learned?”

III. Study the Scriptures in their context in order to be accurate in 
your understanding of what the biblical authors are saying.

IV. Study the Scriptures in prayer and in dependency on the Holy 
Spirit to open up your mind and heart to the meaning and 
contemporary relevancy and application of the text.

V. Study the Scripture with a kingdom mindset, seeking 
to identify God’s rule over every area of life.

While nothing can be added to or subtracted from God’s inerrant Word, 
it is my sincere hope that the notes and features in this study Bible will 
aid you in your understanding and application of the Bible to your life. 
For additional exposition and application of the Scriptures, see also The 
Tony Evans Bible Commentary: Advancing God’s Kingdom Agenda. Most 
importantly, it is my prayer that your reading, studying, and obedience to 
the written Word will lead you into a deeper, more intimate relationship 
with the living Word, Jesus Christ, as kingdom disciples as you live all of 
life under his kingdom rule.
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